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Integrated Studies through English & the Discovery Room
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The beginning of April saw the commencement of a new
Integrated Studies course for junior high school students,
which is taught entirely through English by native English

instructors twice a week.

Integrated Studies through English (ISE) aims to promote a
number of things including:
- Problem solving skills - Creativity
+ Critical thinking skills

+ Independent learning & thinking skills

- Communicative competence
(the art of communication)
- Co-operative learning skills - Expressive ability
- Research skills - Presentation & public speaking skills
+ Information literacy - Self expression
- Data collection, analysis & presentation - Pursuit of own interests
+ Informed opinion forming - Awareness of career options
- Curiosity - Development of English skills

+ Motivation to learn

Students are introduced to a variety of themes and explore
associated English vocabulary and structures. They are then
given a series of individual or group research projects and
tasks related to the themes that have to be completed and
presented in English. Projects are to a degree, open-ended in
nature so that students have the freedom to take the project in

the direction that they wish.

The Discovery Room

A new room called the Discovery Room was completed in
early May for students to use during ISE lessons. There were
three factors were taken into consideration when designing

the room.

First, the room had to offer the flexibility for students to be able
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to work individually or in larger groups. This was achieved
by using large desks with magnets that allow them to ‘snap’
together for working in groups. It also had to have space
to display students’ work. This also had the advantage of
creating an environment, which is bright, colorful, and changes

regularly.

Second, it was decided toimplement some of the latest technology
into the room. Storage for up to forty-five tablet devices with
wireless Internet access was incorporated into the design. The
tablets are used for research and presentation preparation as
well as for self-study after school. An interactive whiteboard
and sound system have also been included in the design. The
interactive whiteboard in particular gives students visual clues

to aid understanding in the all-English environment.

Finally, the room was designed to be reminiscent of a
European house, creating an environment that is not typical
of any other classroom. This is reflected in the color schemes,
pastel blues and yellows, the use of natural materials, and the
choice of furniture. In
particular, the use of
pin boards of various
shapes and sizes give
the impression of a
with

house family

—-——-_.'-—'—-r—
7 1 ==

=
photographs on the

wall.

ISE & the Discovery Room Logo
It was decided that Integrated Studies through English needed

to have a strong visual identity. To this end a course logo was

designed. Each element of the design has a meaning.

The Box

The green box represents students’ world experience and their
current ideas, beliefs, etc.

The Eye and Discovery

The edges of the eye are coming out of the box. Through their
own research students are able to “discover” new ideas, beliefs,
cultures etc. Students expand their own horizons and begin to

move out of their world of experience.
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The ‘O’ in Discovery

This is more than just a design feature. Even in the title of the
room there is something unusual, something to be discovered.
It is not just an ‘O’. It is made with a brush stroke, similar to
that of Japanese calligraphy. Similarly, the eye is also made
of three brush strokes. The idea of using brush strokes is
to incorporate an element of traditional Japanese culture
into the design. Regardless of where the students’ studies
or the future might take them, they should value their own
culture, history, and traditions, and maintain a sense of being
Japanese. Learning about different cultures should in no way
devalue Japanese tradition. In addition, the ‘O’ is in the middle
of ‘discovery” and is a copy of the pupil in the eye. This is
to suggest that the students are at the center of their own

‘discovery’, their own learning.

Why Green?

There are two reasons for the green color.

The sign for the room is in a dimly lit corridor, therefore a light
color was essential.

Green is a refreshing color that conjures images of nature, the
outdoors and exploration.

The concepts of exploration and ‘discovery’ are very closely
linked.

Font
This font is easy to read for first year students but at the same

time has a clean, classical appearance.

Staff and students are enjoying the new course and classroom.
The Discovery Room is used everyday after school and has

also proved to be a hit with prospective students.
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